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PRE-BIRTH ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS
(INCLUDE IN FFA-ONGOING OR PROGRESS UPDATE)

1. Child Functioning 
a. As age appropriate, what are the feelings expressed by the child(ren) about having a new baby in the home?

2. Adult Functioning
a. Who are the new child’s parents? Do they reside together?
b. Was this a planned pregnancy? If not, how does each parent feel about the pregnancy? What are the parent(s) concerns, if any?
c. What is the plan for the mother’s pre-natal care? Are there any barriers to accessing pre-natal care?
d. If mother had prior births, did she experience post-partum depression?
e. If parents do not reside together, how much time will the new child spend in the focus household?
f. How is the care of the new baby expected to affect daily household routines and responsibilities of significant caregivers in the home?
g. Will adults be able to provide or access necessary housing and resources to care for the new child? 
h. Does the parent/significant caregiver have any history that is of concern regarding the safety of the mother or the new child? Is there any history of family violence? If yes, are there any current indicators of family violence or a perpetrator’s pattern of coercive control?
i. Does the parent/caregiver have a current or past history of mental illness or substance use disorder? 
i. Is she/he currently in substance abuse treatment?
ii. Is she/he being drug-tested by a substance abuse treatment provider?
j. Is either parent/caregiver taking prescribed medications for a substance use disorder or other mental health disorder? If the parent who is pregnant is taking prescribed medications, the following must be ascertained:
i. What is prescribing physician’s recommendation for taking the medication during pregnancy? 
ii. If it is not safe to continue with current medications, what needs to happen to stabilize mother’s mental health while pregnant?
iii. Is it possible that the new child will be born substance-exposed?  

3. Parenting/Behavior Management
a. What are the expectations of each parent/significant caregiver, if any, for the shared care and financial support of the new child? 
i. If a parent is facing incarceration or for other reasons will not be able to care for the newborn, who will care for the child?
ii. If a non-maltreating parent is going to care for the newborn, when will the child welfare professional complete an Other Parent Home Assessment?
b. Are there others residing in the household who will have significant responsibilities for the care of the new child? Is there shared agreement and understanding among all household members as to how the new child will be cared for and what, if any, supports will be needed?
c. How might care of the new child affect the current family conditions that resulted in the investigation or the need for ongoing services?




POST-BIRTH/NEW CHILD ADDED TO HOME ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS
(INCLUDE IN FFA-ONGOING OR PROGRESS UPDATE)

1. Child Functioning
a. The case manager will provide the following information when the new child is a newborn.
i. Was the child born full-term?
ii. Was the newborn within a healthy weight range?
iii. Was the child substance-exposed at birth? If so, what were the effects?
iv. What are the ongoing possible effects that the newborn’s parent(s) or caregivers should monitor?
b. The case manager will provide the following information for any new child.
i. Who are the new child’s parents? Why is the new child in the home? How much time is the new child spending in the focus household?
ii. Has the new child been diagnosed with any special needs or conditions that require special care and/or ongoing medical monitoring?
iii. Does the child have any behaviors that require a Child Placement Agreement per CFOP 170-11, Chapter 4?

2. Adult Functioning (The child welfare professional will provide the following information unless it has already been provided in the previous FFA-Ongoing or a Progress Update as the result of a pre-birth assessment.)
a. The case manager will provide the following information when the child is a newborn.
i. What are the parent(s)’ current concerns, if any?
ii. What is the plan for the mother’s post-natal care? Are there any barriers to accessing post-natal care?
iii. Does mother have any symptoms of “baby blues” or post-partum depression?
b. The case manager will provide the following information for any new child.
i. How has the care of the new child affected daily household routines and responsibilities of significant caregivers in the home?
ii. Are adults able to provide or access necessary housing and resources to care for the new child? 
iii. Do the parent/significant caregiver have any history that is of concern regarding the safety of the mother or the new child? Is there any history of family violence? If yes, are there any current indicators of family violence or a perpetrator’s pattern of coercive control?
iv. Does the parent/caregiver have a current or past history of mental illness or substance use disorder? 
v. Is either parent/caregiver taking prescribed medications for a substance use disorder or other mental health disorder? If yes, who prescribes the medication?
vi. Is a parent with a prior substance abuse history currently prescribed with pain medication (e.g. mother prescribed Oxycodone because of a C-section).
vii. Is parent currently receiving mental health or substance abuse treatment?
viii. Is parent being drug-tested by a substance abuse treatment provider?





3. Parenting/Behavior Management
a. If the child is a newborn, were there any concerns raised by hospital staff about the infant and mother-child interactions? Were any concerns raised about siblings or other persons visiting?
b. Is there shared agreement among all household members as to how to care for the new child?
c. If there is a parent in a separate household, what are the visitation or shared custody arrangements? If the parent is a non-maltreating parent, has a home study been completed and approved?
d. How has the care of the new child affected the care and supervision of other children in the home?
e. If the new child has special needs, is the parent/caregiver able to address those needs?
f. How has care of the new child affected family dynamics or conditions?
g. Do the caregivers need additional services or supports?
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